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in various places and at various times ? or was each of them
discovered once for all at a single place, from which it
gradually spread, through the contact or migration of peoples,
to other parts of the world ?
Or to turn to the origin of society, we have to ask, How
did men first come to herd together ? did they do so while
they were still in the purely animal stage ? and are our gre-
garious instincts inherited from our bestial ancestors, who
hunted, perhaps, in packs ? Or was man, when he first
emerged from the beasts, a solitary creature, like some of
the higher apes, his near kinsfolk ? Again, when the first
social groups of men and women were formed, how were they
organized internally ? What was the relation of the sexes to
each other ? Was there a complete communism of women ?
or was marriage already instituted ? and if so, was it a
marriage of groups, or of individuals ? Again, in these
groups, what was the relation of parents to their children ?
Was the relation known or unknown ? or was it partly known
and partly unknown ? Did a man, as some people think,
know his mother but not his father ? his brothers and sisters
and his sisters' children, but not his own children or his
brothers' children ? And how did he come to refuse to marry
women who stood to him in certain definite relationships and
to regard, as he often did, any such marriage as a horror
punishable with death ? These and similar questions have
to be faced by anthropology in investigating the internal
organization of the primitive social .groups. Some of them
have a more than antiquarian interest ; for, if we could solve
them, we might at the same time facilitate the work of the
modern legislator and social reformer, who has sometimes to
deal with practical problems not altogether dissimilar.
When we inquire into the government of the primitive
social groups, we have to ask, Was it despotic, or oligarchic,
or democratic ? If it was despotic, how did the despot acquire
his power ? by his prowess in war or by his pretensions as a
magician ? If the government was oligarchic, was it com-
mitted to a troop of warriors or to a junta of old men ? If it
was democratic, was it in the hands of all the adult members
of the community ? or was there a discrimination of classes,
and perhaps of sex ? Or are we wrong in postulating any